If you are an undergraduate seeking an introductory guide to optics or a postgraduate in need of an optics reference book that covers a wide range of topics, then this is not the text for you.
Anexception to this is in chapter 6 where subjects such as, but not limited to: X-ray diffraction, diffraction in optical computers, satellite communications and diffraction in acoustics are discussed.However, with slightly more than seventy pages covering a large subject area, the reader's appetite is whetted, but never sated. With this exception and that of a short chapter 7, the book is centred on the design and applications of zone plates.
The first chapter covers the basics of diffraction, but too quickly diverges off into computational techniques, rather than attempting a better and clearer explanation of diffraction. Chapter 2 centres on the theory and use of Fresnel zone plates as lenses. Chapter 3 discussesthe construction of planar and three-dimensional diffractive optical elements. Chapter 4 deals with the construction of more specialized diffractive elements to obtain, for example, a flat focal plane and the focusing of radiation onto a linear segment. Chapter 5 essentially deals with the design and applications of multi-frequency diffractive antennas. Chapter 7 deals with man-made dielectrics, in about twenty pages.There was an opportunity here for the authors to discuss modern developments in this field, such asnegative refractive index materials and the ways in which modern technology has circumvented the diffraction limit. Instead, the authors concentrate, as they have done throughout the book, on the projects that they themselves have been involved with.
As a general reference book then, or as an introductory text, the book fails. However, it is possible to put forward an alternative argument from reviewing this book. The argument is that this book is what it was always intended to be: a highly specialized book concentrating on a narrow field of optics, namely zone plate design and theory. If this perspective is adopted, then the book is, without doubt, well written and combines a balanced approach between practical applications and perspicacity. Some of the mathematics in the book is not for the faint-of-heart. However, if you are an experienced engineer or scientist working in, or associated with the topics the book covers, then the mathematics is generally approachable.
In summary then, this is a book that, as a fault of the title, leads one to believe that the contents are general in nature. Nevertheless, narrow though its content coverage is, for those involved in those areas,it will prove to be a useful and, perhaps, indispensable text. 
